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“Milkweeds planted on City of Norfolk well field”	
  	
  
	
  

Pollinators	
  are	
  
responsible	
  for	
  the	
  
survival	
  of	
  about	
  75%	
  
of	
  our	
  flowering	
  plants	
  
and	
  nearly	
  75%	
  of	
  our	
  
crops.	
  The	
  City	
  of	
  
Norfolk	
  is	
  aiding	
  in	
  the	
  
proliferation	
  of	
  
pollinators	
  by	
  planting	
  
about	
  1,000	
  milkweed	
  
plants	
  on	
  a	
  well	
  field	
  
west	
  of	
  Norfolk.	
  	
  
	
  
“Monarch	
  caterpillars	
  
like	
  to	
  eat	
  milkweed	
  
and	
  since	
  the	
  monarch	
  
butterflies	
  are	
  such	
  
good	
  pollinators	
  we	
  
thought	
  we’d	
  plant	
  
milkweed	
  in	
  our	
  well	
  
field,”	
  said	
  Dennis	
  J.	
  

Smith,	
  Public	
  Works	
  Director	
  for	
  the	
  City	
  of	
  Norfolk.	
  
	
  
Dan	
  Sutherland	
  with	
  the	
  Nebraska	
  Game	
  and	
  Parks	
  Commission	
  arranged	
  to	
  have	
  volunteers	
  with	
  
Americorps,	
  a	
  federal	
  volunteer	
  program,	
  plant	
  milkweed	
  plants	
  along	
  the	
  Cowboy	
  Trail	
  this	
  
summer.	
  Some	
  of	
  those	
  volunteers	
  came	
  to	
  Norfolk	
  on	
  Monday	
  to	
  drill	
  two-­‐inch-­‐wide	
  and	
  six-­‐inch-­‐
deep	
  holes	
  on	
  three	
  acres	
  of	
  well	
  field	
  land	
  while	
  others	
  planted	
  and	
  watered	
  the	
  foot	
  tall	
  milkweed	
  
plants.	
  The	
  plants	
  were	
  set	
  into	
  the	
  holes	
  in	
  groups	
  of	
  four	
  about	
  30	
  to	
  50	
  feet	
  apart.	
  
	
  
The	
  milkweeds	
  were	
  planted	
  adjacent	
  to	
  the	
  275	
  tree	
  seedlings	
  planted	
  this	
  spring	
  also	
  on	
  the	
  City’s	
  
well	
  field.	
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AmeriCorps volunteers plant milkweeds in the City of Norfolk well field west of Norfolk. 


