
1 
 

 
             150 years.  right at home. 
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For Immediate Release:  October 24, 2016 
“2016 Green Leaf Landscape Award Recipient”	  	  
	  

Marsha	  Eckert	  loves	  to	  work	  in	  her	  yard	  so	  
much	  so	  that	  it’s	  the	  first	  thing	  she	  does	  when	  
she	  gets	  home	  from	  work	  and	  she	  may	  still	  be	  
found	  working	  outside	  even	  after	  the	  sun	  dips	  
down.	  
	  
“You	  could	  say	  it’s	  my	  camper	  or	  my	  boat.	  I	  just	  do	  it	  
because	  I	  love	  it,”	  Eckert	  said	  from	  her	  home	  at	  2207	  
Clearfield	  Drive.	  
	  
Her	  work	  has	  been	  rewarded	  by	  a	  beautiful	  green	  
lawn	  and	  thriving	  plants	  and	  trees	  that	  now	  
surround	  her	  home.	  	  She	  has	  also	  been	  recognized	  
for	  her	  work	  by	  the	  City	  of	  Norfolk	  Tree	  Advisory	  

Board	  with	  the	  residential	  2016	  Green	  Leaf	  Landscape	  Award.	  
	  
When	  Eckert	  moved	  into	  her	  home	  21	  years	  ago,	  there	  was	  no	  porch	  on	  the	  front,	  no	  plants	  except	  for	  a	  few	  
weeds,	  and	  only	  a	  tree	  stump	  in	  the	  front	  yard.	  Gradually,	  she	  added	  sculptured	  berms,	  plants,	  trees,	  a	  front	  
porch	  and	  a	  garden	  shed	  to	  the	  property.	  She	  said	  she	  learned	  as	  she	  went	  along.	  
	  
“I	  learned	  if	  you	  cut	  pampas	  grass	  back	  in	  the	  fall	  it	  won’t	  come	  back.	  	  I	  found	  out	  citronnela	  plants	  will	  help	  
keep	  the	  bugs	  away	  and	  you	  have	  to	  fertilize	  your	  plants	  regularly	  if	  you	  want	  them	  to	  do	  well,”	  Eckert	  said.	  
	  
She	  has	  three	  different	  water	  features	  in	  her	  yard,	  one	  made	  from	  an	  iron	  cast	  kettle	  she	  got	  from	  her	  mother.	  
There	  are	  calla	  lilies,	  spider	  grass,	  yuccas,	  hostas,	  purple	  fountain	  grass	  and	  other	  perennials	  planted	  in	  the	  
berms	  and	  next	  to	  her	  house	  but	  in	  the	  summer	  she	  also	  likes	  to	  plant	  annuals	  in	  a	  multitude	  of	  patio	  pots	  
around	  her	  home.	  
	  
“I	  buy	  them	  all	  from	  the	  Christ	  Lutheran	  School	  plant	  sale	  and	  make	  sure	  there’s	  something	  blooming	  all	  the	  
time,”	  Eckert	  said.	  
	  
Her	  advice	  to	  some	  one	  else	  who	  wants	  to	  beautify	  their	  yard?	  
	  
“Don’t	  do	  it	  to	  impress	  anyone.	  Do	  it	  for	  yourself	  and	  if	  you	  don’t	  know	  something,	  ask	  some	  one.	  There	  are	  
lots	  of	  people	  out	  there	  willing	  to	  help,”	  Eckert	  said.	  
	  	  
The	  Tree	  Advisory	  Board	  presents	  the	  Green	  Leaf	  Award	  each	  year	  to	  residents	  and	  businesses	  with	  
outstanding	  landscaping,	  ongoing	  maintenance,	  diversity	  of	  plantings	  and	  water	  management.	  	  
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