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“City and School Officials Encourage Extra Caution in School Zones”	
  	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
A	
  recent	
  vehicle	
  pedestrian	
  accident	
  involving	
  a	
  student	
  and	
  a	
  vehicle	
  at	
  an	
  intersection	
  after	
  school	
  
has	
  prompted	
  City	
  and	
  school	
  officials	
  to	
  encourage	
  students	
  and	
  drivers	
  to	
  use	
  better	
  safety	
  
practices.	
  
	
  
“Whenever	
  you	
  have	
  200-­‐300	
  children	
  let	
  out	
  of	
  school	
  at	
  once	
  and	
  over	
  a	
  hundred	
  vehicles	
  waiting	
  
to	
  pick	
  them	
  up,	
  you	
  know	
  extra	
  precautions	
  are	
  necessary,”	
  said	
  City	
  of	
  Norfolk	
  Police	
  Chief	
  Bill	
  
Mizner.	
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Even	
  though	
  there	
  may	
  be	
  crossing	
  guards	
  at	
  some	
  schools	
  to	
  provide	
  aid	
  for	
  kids	
  who	
  are	
  trying	
  to	
  
cross	
  busy	
  intersections	
  before	
  and	
  after	
  school,	
  at	
  most	
  Norfolk	
  schools,	
  it’s	
  up	
  to	
  the	
  students	
  and	
  
the	
  vehicle	
  drivers	
  to	
  practice	
  proper	
  safety	
  measures.	
  
	
  
“We	
  have	
  pedestrian	
  walkways	
  marked	
  near	
  the	
  schools	
  that	
  the	
  students	
  and	
  parents	
  need	
  to	
  use.	
  
Even	
  then,	
  before	
  they	
  cross	
  the	
  streets,	
  they	
  need	
  to	
  look	
  both	
  directions	
  and	
  then	
  look	
  again	
  
before	
  they	
  step	
  out	
  onto	
  the	
  street,”	
  said	
  Dr.	
  Jami	
  Jo	
  Thompson,	
  Superintendent	
  of	
  the	
  Norfolk	
  
Public	
  Schools.	
  
	
  
Thompson	
  said	
  that	
  each	
  school	
  has	
  its	
  own	
  protocol	
  as	
  to	
  the	
  location	
  and	
  direction	
  vehicles	
  are	
  to	
  
drive	
  when	
  picking	
  up	
  and	
  dropping	
  off	
  students.	
  If	
  a	
  parent	
  isn’t	
  sure	
  of	
  the	
  protocol,	
  they	
  need	
  to	
  
contact	
  the	
  principal	
  of	
  the	
  school	
  to	
  be	
  clear	
  as	
  to	
  the	
  drop	
  off	
  and	
  pick	
  up	
  route	
  and	
  routine.	
  
	
  
“We	
  encourage	
  people	
  to	
  be	
  patient.	
  It	
  may	
  take	
  10-­‐15	
  minutes	
  to	
  wait	
  in	
  line	
  which	
  can	
  seem	
  like	
  a	
  
long	
  time	
  but	
  isn’t	
  very	
  long	
  at	
  all	
  when	
  considering	
  the	
  number	
  of	
  students	
  who	
  need	
  to	
  be	
  picked	
  
up	
  and	
  the	
  extra	
  diligence	
  necessary	
  so	
  that	
  they	
  are	
  all	
  kept	
  safe	
  in	
  the	
  process,”	
  Thompson	
  said.	
  
	
  
Chief	
  Mizner	
  encourages	
  parents	
  and	
  care-­‐givers	
  to	
  talk	
  about	
  pedestrian	
  safety	
  with	
  students	
  and	
  
to	
  review	
  safe	
  pedestrian	
  practices	
  like:	
  never	
  get	
  into	
  a	
  vehicle	
  that	
  is	
  stopped	
  in	
  the	
  middle	
  of	
  a	
  
street;	
  always	
  get	
  into	
  vehicles	
  on	
  the	
  curb-­‐side	
  of	
  the	
  vehicle;	
  never	
  cross	
  the	
  street	
  at	
  mid-­‐block;	
  
use	
  a	
  cross	
  walk	
  whenever	
  possible	
  to	
  cross	
  a	
  street;	
  and	
  never	
  walk	
  in	
  front	
  of	
  a	
  car	
  thinking	
  it	
  will	
  
stop.	
  
	
  
“Drivers	
  and	
  pedestrians	
  need	
  to	
  use	
  safe	
  practices.	
  Drivers	
  also	
  need	
  to	
  be	
  extra	
  vigilant	
  when	
  they	
  
are	
  traveling	
  near	
  schools.	
  Slow	
  down	
  and	
  be	
  alert	
  for	
  pedestrians	
  and	
  what	
  they’re	
  doing	
  at	
  all	
  
times.	
  It	
  only	
  takes	
  a	
  split	
  second	
  to	
  take	
  someone’s	
  life	
  or	
  change	
  it	
  forever,”	
  Chief	
  Mizner	
  said,“And	
  
do	
  not	
  in	
  any	
  way	
  use	
  your	
  phone	
  to	
  contact	
  a	
  student	
  or	
  answer	
  a	
  call	
  from	
  someone	
  while	
  you’re	
  
driving.	
  Any	
  distraction	
  can	
  cost	
  someone	
  their	
  life.”	
  
	
  
According	
  to	
  the	
  Centers	
  for	
  Disease	
  Control	
  430	
  people	
  on	
  average	
  per	
  day	
  are	
  treated	
  in	
  an	
  
emergency	
  department	
  for	
  traffic-­‐related	
  pedestrian	
  injuries.	
  Every	
  two	
  hours,	
  one	
  pedestrian	
  in	
  
the	
  nation	
  will	
  die	
  from	
  injuries	
  in	
  a	
  traffic	
  crash.	
  
	
  
For	
  more	
  information	
  about	
  pedestrian	
  safety	
  go	
  to	
  www.cdc.gov/Features/PedestrianSafety	
  


