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For Immediate Release:  November 4, 2016 
“Change your clocks, change your batteries”	  	  
	  

This	  Sunday,	  November	  6,	  it’s	  the	  end	  of	  
daylight	  savings	  time	  and	  time	  to	  set	  the	  
clocks	  back	  an	  hour.	  	  City	  of	  Norfolk	  Fire	  
Marshall	  Terry	  Zwiebel	  said	  it’s	  also	  an	  
opportune	  time	  for	  people	  to	  check	  their	  
smoke	  alarms.	  
	  
“First,	  check	  the	  date	  on	  the	  smoke	  
detector.	  If	  it’s	  ten	  years	  old	  or	  older,	  you	  
need	  to	  replace	  it.	  If	  it’s	  a	  newer	  detector	  
change	  the	  battery	  and	  press	  the	  test	  
button	  to	  make	  sure	  it	  works	  correctly	  
before	  mounting	  it	  on	  the	  ceiling	  or	  wall,”	  
Zwiebel	  said.	  
	  
He	  added,	  “Don’t	  be	  tempted	  to	  take	  out	  the	  
battery	  of	  a	  smoke	  alarm	  when	  you	  need	  a	  
battery	  for	  something	  else.	  Smoke	  alarms	  
are	  your	  first	  line	  of	  defense	  when	  it	  comes	  
to	  letting	  you	  know	  there	  is	  a	  fire.”	  	  
	  
A	  video	  demonstration	  by	  Zwiebel	  on	  how	  
to	  change	  out	  a	  smoke	  detector	  can	  be	  
found	  at	  
http://www.facebook.com/norfolkne.	  
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City of Norfolk Fire Marshal Terry Zwiebel shows how to check 
and change out a smoke detector. 


